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VALUE: $ US-MILLIONS

QUANTITY: SHORT TONS             

UNIT VALUE: $/SHORT TON

CURRENT 
QUARTER 

2011

YR AGO 
QUARTER 

2010
% CHANGE 

PRIOR YEAR

PRIOR 
QUARTER 

2011
2011 YEAR 

TO DATE
2010 YEAR 

TO DATE
% CHANGE 

2011 YTD

2010
FULL YEAR

Release Date: February 2012
CORRUGATED EXPORT VALUE

249$
252$

-1.0% 266$
1,054$

1,034$
1.9% 1,034$

Quarter: Oct. 1 - Dec. 31, 2011 CORRUGATED IMPORT VALUE
86$

78$
10.3% 86$

317$
289$

9.9%
289$

NET CORRUGATED TRADE BALANCE 163$
174$

-6.1% 180$
737$

745$
-1.1%

745$

TRADE (% OF TOTAL SHIPMENT VALUE)

4.1%

CORRUGATED EXPORT QUANTITY 169,747 184,197 -7.8% 179,051 737,184 769,666 -4.2% 769,666

CORRUGATED IMPORT QUANTITY 41,997 42,651 -1.5% 43,818 172,174 161,250 6.8% 161,250

NET CORRUGATED EXPORT QUANTITY 127,750 141,546 -9.7% 135,233 565,010 608,417 -7.1% 608,417

CORRUGATED EXPORT UNIT VALUE 1,469$
1,368$

7.4% 1,488$
1,429$

1,343$
6.4% 1,343$

CORRUGATED IMPORT UNIT VALUE 2,059$
1,838$

12.0% 1,973$
1,841$

1,789$
2.9% 1,789$
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* 4Q export drop pushed 2011 decline to 4.2%.

* South American & Asian exports down 70%

* Canadian exports off 9.4% in 4Q.

* US corrugated exports topped $1 Billion in 2011

* Export prices fell in 4Q from $1488/ton 3Q record. 

* Import prices dropped even more, but gained 2.9%  

   for the year. 

* Prices to Mexico rose 7.5% on 5% less volume in 2011. 

* First half surge propels imports to 6.8% annual gain  

   despite dip in 4Q. 

* Imports from China stabilized at 46,000 tons last year 

* Asian imports are more than double imports from  

   Mexico and half as large as those from Canada. 

MONTH
YEAR TO DATE

+ 2.3%
+ 2.3%+ 2.3%
+ 2.3%

+ 0.9%
+ 0.9%3.8

U.S. CORRUGATED INDUSTRY STATISTICS

Shipments (Actual)
Shipments (Average Week)

January 2012

CORRUGATED

Consumption (Actual)
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Weeks of Supply - End of Month
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ATA Trucking Index Indexed Box Shipments

Source: FBA, American Trucking Assn (ATA) 

Indexed Corrugated Shipments Vs. ATA Trucking Index 
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U.S. Corrugated Shipments

2010 2011 2012 % Change 2012-to-date - Right Axis

Source: FBA

* January’s 2.3% rise marks 2nd consecutive year ofJanuary shipment growth.* Despite decline in industrial production,    corrugated shipments grew by 1.1% from    December.

* Spread between Trucking Index and corrugated    shipments widened by about 30% during 2011.* Increased U.S. Natural Gas Production bumped    up truck tonnage last year.

* Triple-digit inventory rise at box plants (122,000 tons) 
   is typical for January.* Including mills, containerboard inventories rose to    4.4 weeks of supply at end of January.



The FBA Technical Committee is looking for new members! 

Your participation will put you and your company at the forefront of 

the corrugated industry’s technical issues and will provide you with an 

opportunity to infl uence their outcome.  Participation is open to all FBA 

member companies, big or small and broader participation means all 

points of view are considered.

The FBA Technical Committee stays abreast of industry 

developments and regulations in order to address matters of interest 

to the corrugated industry.  In some cases, its function is to keep FBA 

JOIN the Fibre Box Association

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Representative projects include:

Published “Edge Crush Test: An Application and Reference Guide” and “How to Get the Best 

Box” end-user brochure

Published latest edition of the Fibre Box Handbook

Worked with the National Motor Freight Traffi c Association (NMFTA) on updating and clarifying 

carrier regulations

Participated with ASTM on updating standards

Worked with DOT to expand basis weight tolerances for HazMat packaging

Reissued HazMat training materials

Co-Authored four new ANSI standards with PMMI; Tolerances for Regular Slotted Containers, 

Tolerances for Scored and Slotted Corrugated Sheets and Trays, Storage and Handling of    

Corrugated Packaging Materials, and Design Guidelines for the Handling of Corrugated 

Containers/ Cut Sheets with Vacuum

The committee meets semi-annually and communicates when issues are identifi ed that require rapid action.    

Join the discussion

We encourage you to contact Dave Carlson, FBA Technical and Environmental Manager, at (847) 364-9638 or 

dcarlson@fi brebox.org to join the discussion and link you and your company to the corrugated industry’s technical 

leadership.  

members apprised of recent developments, while in others it actively participates with other associations, regulatory and 

legislative agencies and standards organizations to represent the interests of the corrugated industry.  Another function of 

the committee is to develop training and informational materials for members and their customers.  The committee is the 

key resource to member companies and industry technical inquiries.  




