
Join the

Fibre Box Association
The corrugated packaging industry’s most trusted voice.



  

Data Services have long been a hallmark of the association. Since our founding in 1940, FBA has provided the
corrugated industry with meaningful data on shipments, containerboard production, consumption and inventory.  
Monthly data coupled with valuable benchmarking reports put all of the industry’s relevant data at your fingertips.  

FBA compiles the most complete and useful statistical information available
anywhere.  The more you know about the industry, the better you’re able to
compete in it.  Data services available to FBA members include:

• U.S. corrugated industry shipments according to numerous metrics

• Economic data that provides important insight to the market flucutations in  
corrugated production and sales

• Corrugated trade statistics and analysis

• Labor information including wages, benefits and policies offered by other  
companies in the industry

• Benchmarking data on key performance indicators and operating ratios

• Productivity and waste statistics to help you compare your own company’s 
efficiency against others’

• Injury and illness statistics for the industry

• Directory of North American corrugated 
plants

Join Fibre Box Association (FBA).

Three Core Areas of Member Benefits.

The Fibre Box Association (FBA) is a non-profit trade association that represents North American corrugated packaging 
manufacturers and strives to grow, protect and enhance the overall well-being of the industry by providing member-valued 
programs and services.

FBA provides services and benefits to its members that can’t be found anywhere else.  At FBA there are three core 
areas of membership benefits - data services, issue management and networking.

Relevant Data

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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VALUE: $ US-MILLIONS

QUANTITY: SHORT TONS             

UNIT VALUE: $/SHORT TON
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Release Date: February 2012
CORRUGATED EXPORT VALUE

249$
252$

-1.0% 266$
1,054$

1,034$
1.9% 1,034$

Quarter: Oct. 1 - Dec. 31, 2011 CORRUGATED IMPORT VALUE
86$

78$
10.3% 86$

317$
289$

9.9%
289$

NET CORRUGATED TRADE BALANCE 163$
174$

-6.1% 180$
737$

745$
-1.1%

745$

TRADE (% OF TOTAL SHIPMENT VALUE)

4.1%

CORRUGATED EXPORT QUANTITY 169,747 184,197 -7.8% 179,051 737,184 769,666 -4.2% 769,666

CORRUGATED IMPORT QUANTITY 41,997 42,651 -1.5% 43,818 172,174 161,250 6.8% 161,250

NET CORRUGATED EXPORT QUANTITY 127,750 141,546 -9.7% 135,233 565,010 608,417 -7.1% 608,417

CORRUGATED EXPORT UNIT VALUE 1,469$
1,368$

7.4% 1,488$
1,429$

1,343$
6.4% 1,343$

CORRUGATED IMPORT UNIT VALUE 2,059$
1,838$

12.0% 1,973$
1,841$

1,789$
2.9% 1,789$

U.S. CORRUGATED TRADE STATISTICS FOR KNOCK DOWN BOXES

Compiled by the Fibre Box Association for use by its member companies only.

Do not distribute beyond your company.
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* 4Q export drop pushed 2011 decline to 4.2%.

* South American & Asian exports down 70%

* Canadian exports off 9.4% in 4Q.

* US corrugated exports topped $1 Billion in 2011

* Export prices fell in 4Q from $1488/ton 3Q record. 

* Import prices dropped even more, but gained 2.9%  

   for the year. 

* Prices to Mexico rose 7.5% on 5% less volume in 2011. 

* First half surge propels imports to 6.8% annual gain  

   despite dip in 4Q. 

* Imports from China stabilized at 46,000 tons last year 

* Asian imports are more than double imports from  

   Mexico and half as large as those from Canada. 

I can’t afford to make bad 
decisions.  With the data 
and information I receive 
from FBA, I have the tools 
to help me make the best 
decisions for my company 
and it’s operations.
President/CEO, Regional Independent 
Corrugator and Sheet Plant Group 
(FBA member since 1953)

MONTH
YEAR TO DATE

+ 2.3%
+ 2.3%+ 2.3%
+ 2.3%

+ 0.9%
+ 0.9%3.8

U.S. CORRUGATED INDUSTRY STATISTICS

Shipments (Actual)
Shipments (Average Week)

January 2012

CORRUGATED

Consumption (Actual)

 Do not distribute beyond your company.© Fibre Box Association 2012.  Reproduction in whole or in part requires prior written permission.

Weeks of Supply - End of Month
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ATA Trucking Index Indexed Box Shipments

Source: FBA, American Trucking Assn (ATA) 

Indexed Corrugated Shipments Vs. ATA Trucking Index 
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U.S. Corrugated Shipments

2010 2011 2012 % Change 2012-to-date - Right Axis

Source: FBA

* January’s 2.3% rise marks 2nd consecutive year ofJanuary shipment growth.* Despite decline in industrial production,    corrugated shipments grew by 1.1% from    December.

* Spread between Trucking Index and corrugated    shipments widened by about 30% during 2011.* Increased U.S. Natural Gas Production bumped    up truck tonnage last year.

* Triple-digit inventory rise at box plants (122,000 tons) 
   is typical for January.* Including mills, containerboard inventories rose to    4.4 weeks of supply at end of January.

“

“
Data.       Issues.       Connections.



Networking is what connects us.  It’s more than events.  It’s a continuous dialogue that we share with our members, 
consumer goods manufacturers and retailers about our common interest in corrugated packaging.  Think of FBA as your 
clearinghouse of contacts and ideas.  We help you make the right connections, in person and online throughout the year.  
Share ideas, challenges, opinions, and more.   

Our popular events offer members a variety of business insights while getting to know each other in off-site venues.

• The FBA Annual Meeting offers speakers and discussions on current business issues, committee meetings and 
social events

• The FBA Executive Conference includes program content focused on business and strategic issues, and is  
open to senior executive managers from all member companies. 

• The FBA Corrugator Conference focuses on the operation and production issues associated with running a  
corrugator. This more technical conference is appropriate for anyone interested in corrugator operations and  
production.

Smarter Connections

Through our organization of standing committees, FBA works to identify, understand, prioritize and address key
issues that impact our industry.  Issue Management ranges from technical to environmental, safety and health to
communications.  FBA committees bring together the knowledge, resources and expertise needed to establish industry 
positions and proactively address common challenges.  Member companies, large and small, equally benefit from
participation.

• Data Services Commitee

• Safety and Health Committee

• Technical Committee

• Environmental Committee

• Independent Committee

Expanded Voice

Fibre Box Association: Issues

A significant portion of the Association's work is focused on identifying, understanding and addressing key issues 
that impact the corrugated industry.  To do this, we work with representatives from our member companies in a 
collaborative committee structure.  Participating on one of FBA committees gives you a chance to influence the 
outcomes of our work on major issues facing our industry and your business, today and in the future.

The committees are powered by active member company representatives who are willing to volunteer their time, 
knowledge, expertise and sometimes resources to continuously identify, understand, prioritize and address 
important issues impacting the corrugated industry.  Most committees meet one-to-two times a year in person with 
online and conference call options for participation.  Current committees include:

Standing Committees
Board of Directors: Provides policy level direction for managing the Association. The Executive Committee acts for the 
board in between meetings. Directors are elected by the membership.

Audit: Reviews the annual audit and recommends its approval or modification to the Board. Analyzes the financial 
statements of the organization and the competency of the auditing firm.

Communications: Provides guidance on Association and general industry communications.

Corrugated Packaging Alliance (CPA): Appointed members from FBA, AF&PA and AICC work to coordinate 
industry-focused communications that promote corrugated as the packaging material of choice.
   
Data Services: Responsible for all data services programs.  The committee reviews and develops business, labor, 
manufacturing, market and economic data programs.

Environmental: Monitors environmental issues. Develops strategies and FBA positions in response to the corrugated 
industry's concerns.

Independent: Comprised of Independent members of the Board of Directors.  The committee is responsible for member 
recruitment, member retention and programming for the independent segment of membership.

Corrugator Conference Planning: Responsible for planning the annual Corrugator Conference.

Executive Conference Planning: Responsible for planning the annual Executive Conference.

Legal Advisory:  Reviews FBA's legal practices and works with the association’s legal counsel and leadership to maintain 
appropriate legal management of the association.

Nominating: Annually develops a slate of officers and directors to recommend to the Board of Directors and general 
membership.  Consists of past FBA officers presently serving on the Board.

Safety and Health: Monitors legislative and regulatory safety and health issues pertaining to corrugated products 
manufacturing.  As needed, conducts studies and seminars. Notifies the membership of relevant safety and health situations.

Sustainability: Responsible for defining, articulating and communicating the corrugated industry’s story on sustainable 
packaging, assuring a consistent powerful message is delivered to all audiences.
 
Technical: Reviews technical developments in the production, shipment and usage of corrugated products. Develops 
appropriate FBA positions and activities, including numerous technical guidance publications. 

For more information on how you can get involved, contact FBA at (847) 364-9600.

Ad Hoc Committees
From time to time Fibre Box Association may  create ad hoc committees to address an issue for a short-period of time.  
Recent examples of ad hoc committees include the Modularity Standard Committee and the RFID Task Group.

It’s Easy to Become a Member.
Any individual, partnership or corporation engaged in the production of corrugated products in North America is eligible 
for FBA membership.  Simply complete and return the membership application found at www.fibrebox.org.  Then start 
taking advantage of all we have to offer including these added perks: 

• Access to an exclusive members only section of the FBA website filled with key data, reports,  
technical FAQs and statistics

• Monthly industry updates through the FBA Report newsletter sent directly to your e-mail inbox.

• Select member prices on key industry references including the Fibre Box Handbook

• Registration opportunities for exclusive networking events

It doesn’t matter how large or small
your company is.  FBA’s committee 
work has protected industry demand, 
and that benefits everyone.
President, Independent Corrugator Group  
(FBA member since 1969)

I return from FBA meetings outfitted with
information on equipment, products and
markets to help me with capital decisions
and the day-to-day running of my business.
President, Independent Sheet Plant  
(FBA member since 2003)

“ ““ “



ACCURATE BOX COMPANY ACME CORRUGATED BOX COMPANY, INC. ADVANCE PACKAGING CORPORATION AKERS PACKAGING 
SERVICE GROUP ARVCO CONTAINER CORPORATION ATLANTIC PACKAGING PRODUCTS LTD. ATLAS CONTAINER CORPORATION 
AXIS CORRUGATED CONTAINER BADGER PACKAGING CORPORATION BANA, INC. BATAVIA CONTAINER, INC. BAY CITIES BENNETT 
PACKAGING OF KANSAS CITY, INC. BERENZ PACKAGING CORPORATION BUCKEYE CORRUGATED, INC. CACTUS CONTAINER CAJAS 
DE CARTON SULTANA, S.A. DE C.V. CAL SHEETS, LLC CASCADES CONTAINERBOARD PACKAGING CENTRAL PACKAGE & DISPLAY 
CHICKASAW CONTAINER CORPORATION COLEMAN CONTAINERS LIMITED COMMENCEMENT BAY CORRUGATED INC. CONTAINER 
SERVICE CORPORATION COPAMEX CORRUGADOS, S.A. CORRUGATED CONTAINER CORPORATION COYLE CORRUGATED CONTAINERS 
LTD. CROWN PAPER GROUP CUSTOM PACKAGING, LP DELINE BOX COMPANY DRB PACKAGING LLC DUSOBOX CORPORATION EMBBA 
CORRUGADOS SA DE CV ENGLANDER DZIGNPAK, LLC FITZPATRICK CONTAINER FLEETWOOD-FIBRE PACKAGING & GRAPHICS FOREST 
PACKAGING CORPORATION FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY GENERAL PACKAGING CORPORATION GENESEE PACKAGING, INC. 

For more information about membership,
visit www.fibrebox.org.

GEORGIA-PACIFIC CORRUGATED LLC GREAT NORTHERN CORPORATION GREEN BAY PACKAGING INC. GREIF GULF PACKAGING, 
INC. HARVEST CONTAINER CO., INC. HOOD CONTAINER HORN PACKAGING CORPORATION IDEAL BOX COMPANY INDEPENDENT 
II, LLC INNOVATIVE PACKAGING SOLUTIONS INTERNATIONAL PAPER INTERSTATE RESOURCES, INC. JAMESTOWN CONTAINER 
COMPANIES KAMPACK KAPSTONE CONTAINER CORPORATION KELLY BOX & PACKAGING CORP. KEY CONTAINER COMPANY 
KORPACK KRUGER, INC. L & M CORRUGATED CONTAINER CORPORATION LANDAAL PACKAGING SYSTEMS  LIBERTY DIVERSIFIED 
INTERNATIONAL LONE STAR CORRUGATED CONTAINER CORP. LOY-LANGE BOX COMPANY MALL CITY CONTAINERS, INC. MENASHA 
PACKAGING COMPANY, LLC MICHCOR CONTAINER, INC. MID-ATLANTIC PACKAGING, INC. MILLER CONTAINER CORPORATION 
MITCHEL-LINCOLN PACKAGING MONTEBELLO CONTAINER CORPORATION MOORE PACKAGING CORPORATION NEW-TECH 
PACKAGING NIAGARA SHEETS LLC NORTHEAST BOX COMPANY NORTHWEST PACKAGING, INC. ORORA PACKAGING SOLUTIONS 
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST CONTAINER, LLC PACKAGEONE, INC. PACKAGING ATLANTA CORPORATION PACKAGING  CORPORATION OF 
AMERICA PACKAGING DESIGN CORPORATION PACKAGING INNOVATORS CORPORATION PACKAGING SERVICES OF MD., INC. 
PHILCORR, LLC PRATT INDUSTRIES, INC. PROGRESS CONTAINER & DISPLAY RAND-WHITNEY CONTAINER LLC READYONE INDUSTRIES 
RELIABLE CONTAINER INC. RENGO PACKAGING, INC. RICHMOND CORRUGATED BOX CO. RIGHTPAQ ROMANOW CONTAINER ROYAL 
CONTAINERS LTD. S.E. MO BOX COMPANY SHIPPERS SUPPLY INC. SHIPPING CONTAINER CORPORATION SISCO CORPORATION SMURFIT 
KAPPA NORTH AMERICA SOUTHLAND BOX COMPANY STANDFAST GROUP SUMTER PACKAGING CORPORATION SUN CONTAINER, 
INCORPORATED SUPPLYONE TAVENS PACKAGING AND DISPLAY SOLUTIONS TENCORR PACKAGING, INC. THE BOXMAKER, INC. THE 
CENTRAL GROUP THE GREAT LITTLE BOX COMPANY, LTD. THE LAWRENCE PAPER COMPANY THE SCHWARZ GROUP / THE ROYAL GROUP 
TILSNER CARTON COMPANY TYOGA CONTAINER COMPANY INC. UNICORR PACKAGING GROUP US CORRUGATED / KAMPACK INC. 
VAIL INDUSTRIES VALLEY CONTAINER, INC. VANGUARD PACKAGING VIKING INDUSTRIES, INC. VOLK PACKAGING CORPORATION 
WASATCH CONTAINER WATERTOWN BOX CORPORATION WELCH PACKAGING GROUP WERTHEIMER BOX CORPORATION WESTROCK 
WISCONSIN PACKAGING CORPORATION WORLD CORRUGATED CONTAINER, INC. WUNDERLICH FIBRE BOX COMPANY YORK 
CONTAINER COMPANY

500 Park Blvd. Suite 985
Itasca, IL 60143
847-364-9600

www.fibrebox.org
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FBA members represent 95 percent 
of total U.S. corrugated shipments.
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